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REPORT, 



To the Honorable General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island, at 
their January Session, A. D. 1876: — 

The undersigned, Railroad Commissioner, respectfully presents his 
Semi-Annual Report, and regrets exceedingly the necessity of reporting 
a much larger number of accidents than ever before. 

ACCIDENTS. 

May 15. Alexander Gerise, a Western Islander, was injured in 
jumping from the cars of the Boston & Providence Railroad Company, 
near Smith street bridge, Providence. He was a passenger, and when 
near this bridge, went on to the platform of the car. While there he 
dropped a bundle, and jumping after it, the train being in motion, he 
was thrown over, and fractured his leg. The train was stopped as soon 
as possible, and he was sent to the Rhode Island Hospital. 

May 29. James Kellet, a boy about ten years of age, was killed 
near Mashapaug Pond, by running into a car of the New York, Provi- . 
dence & Boston Railroad Company. This boy, in company with another, 
was playing near the railroad, and probably so engrossed in their play 
as not to perceive the coming train. They ran rapidly down a steep 
bank, and this boy ran against the side of the car with such force as to 
fracture his skull, living only about two hours. 

May 29. Howard King Morrow, a boy five years of age, was in- 
stantly killed on Eddy street, Providence, by a car of the Union Rail- 
road Company. He, in company with other boys, was playing sear the 
street where there was an ice cart standing, the position of which was 
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such that it prevented the driver of the car from seeing the boys. The 
driver of the ice cart spoke to the boys to get out of the way. This boy 
moved very quick, and appeared to be frightened ; ran into the horses of 
the car, striking against the whiffletree, was thrown on to the track, run 
over and instantly killed. 

June 1. Abram Burnstein was injured at the station at Providence, 
on the Providence & Worcester Railroad. This man, having a pack on 
his shoulder, and a valise in his hand, finding the train had started, ran 
upon the platform of the station, and in attemping to jump on to the car, 
hit his pack against the side of the car, and was thrown between the 
platforms of the cars of the moving train, and was injured in his leg. 

June 16. Walter Fish, a brakeman in the employ of the Providence, 
Warren & Bristol Railroad Company, was slightly injured at Warren* 
but the nature of the accident was such that I did not deem a formal in- 
vestigation called for. 

June 22. John L. Thornton was injured near Chestnut street, 
Providence, by a car of the Union Railroad Company, but, as he stated 
to me that he got off the car when in motion, without informing either 
the conductor or the driver, and assumed all liability of the accident, I 
did not think any further investigation necessary. 

July 5. A boy named McNalty, about ten years of age, jumped 
from the platform of a car of the Union Railroad Company, when in mo- 
tion, but finding his injuries very slight, did not have a formal investiga- 
tion. 

July 8. James Gormlet, a boy some fourteen or fifteen years of age, 
was instantly killed by an engine on a regular train of the Providence & 
Springfield Railroad Company, near AtwelFs avenue, Providence. The 
engineer had just finished blowing for the crossing, when he perceived 
this boy walking near the track, a few rods ahead, a curve in the road 
preventing him from seeing him before. The whistle was again blown, 
but almost immediately the boy was hit by the end of the bunter beam, 
and instantly killed. There was not time to reverse the engine, as only 
a few seconds elapsed from the rime the boy was first seen, before he 
was hit. As he was walking, with his hands over his ears, he did not 
probably hear the warnings of the engineer. 

July 12. A very small child, the son of Stephen Ashton, of Ashton, 
being upon the track, was struck by an engine of the Providence & Wor* 
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cester Railroad Company, and was thrown a considerable distance. By 
corresponding with the doctor, I ascertained that the injuries proved 
very slight, and did not further investigate. 

July 19. Henry Smith, a boy about fourteen years of age, was in- 
stantly killed at Ashton, by running into, and being run over by a car 
of the Providence & Worcester Railroad Company. A number of boys 
were playing ball on the highway near the station. The station agent 
was at his post, and hearing the express train approaching, (which was 
not to stop at this station,) h§ went on to the platform of the station 
and waved to the engineer of the coming train, which assured him that 
everything was all right. He turned and saw two boys running after 
their ball, one ran directly in front of the engine, only a few feet. from 
it, and this one ran into the side of the baggage car, and fell between 
the cars and platform of station. 

July 21. An unknown man claimed to be slightly injured by a car of 
the Union Railroad Company. Not being able to find out who the man 
was, no formal investigation was held. 

July 27. An employ^ of the Warwick Railroad Company was in- 
jured near Oakland Beach. Upon finding his injuries very slight, I did 
not deem any further investigation necessary. 

August 1. A Frenchman, whose name I did not get, while under the 
influence of liquor to that extent as scarcely to be able to take care of 
himself, was slightly injured at River Point, by being hit by a train of 
empty coal cars of the Providence, Hartford & Fishkill Railroad Com- 
pany. After making inquiries in relation to it, I did not deem a formal 
investigation called for. 

August 9. John Pickford was fatally injured at the station in Provi- 
dence, on the Providence & Worcester Railroad. The man was walking 
upon the platform, before the train started, and asked the conductor to 
carry him to Pawtucket free, as he was without money. The conductor 
left him, and a few moments after, when the train had started, the man 
ran upon the platform of the station, and endeavored to get upon the 
train. The conductor seeing his efforts, told him to let go, and not try 
to get on. He did let go, but caught hold of the rail on the forward end 
of the rear car, and fell. He was under the influence of liquor. 

August 9. Patrick Morris, an employ 6 of the New York, Provi- 
dence & Boston Railroad Company, was fatally injured near Atwell's 
avenue bridge, Providence. He and others were working upon the 
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track ; the others saw a regular train approaching, spoke of it, and 
moved out of the way. This man either undoubtedly thought he was at 
a safe distance, or else, in again looking after his work, entirely forgot 
the train. He was hit by the train. Sent to the Rhode Island Hospital. 

. August 20. Caroline Warren, a small girl, was killed at Valley 
Falls, by a freight train of the Providence & Worcester Railroad Com- 
pany, near the tl station. The train had been broken up into three parts. 
The last part was moving when this girl was seen some four or five rods 
off, walking, on the other track, and going the same direction as the 
train. When a few feet from her, she suddenly started to go across the 
track directly in front of the coming train, and, although the brakes 
were up, knd train had almost stopped, there was not time for the em- 
ploye, who was on the front end of the front car, to do anything to 
attract her atention. 

August 24. An unknown man was killed by coming in contact with 
a bridge on the New York, Providence & Boston Railroad, near Wick- 
ford, He attempted to steal a ride, on the train leaving Providence at 
lip. m., and for that purpose got on to the top of the smoking car. The 
passengers heard a thump on the roof of the car, and when the train 
stopped at Kingston, he was found in an unconscious state, with his 
bead badly crushed, and died shortly after. As I have seen two state- 
ments, each identifying him under a different name, I have decided to 
report it as an unknown man. 

September 7. B. H. Goff was injured near station in Providence by 
an engine of the Providence & Springfield Railroad Company. He was 
walking between the ti ack and the fence, a space only about four feet 
wide. The fireman saw the man walking near the track, and he rang 
the bell very furiously to attract his attention, and the train was moving 
very slow. As the engine got near him, be attempted to cross the track 
directly in front of the engine, was hit by the bunter beam and thrown 
iDto the switch gate. If he had continued walking where he was at first, 
he would not have been hit, and as soon as he attempted to cross the 
track, the engine was reversed, and brakes applied. The man after- 
wards stated that he was hard of hearing, and was alone u blamable for 
the accident." 

September 15. Charles Babcock was killed near Carolina Mills, by 
an engine of the New York, Providence & Boston Railroad Company. 
The train left Providence at 11 p. m., and reached Carolina Mills about 
12. The night was foggy, the train was moving about twenty miles per 
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hour, and when upon a curve, the engineer saw something on the track 
about fifty rods off, and immediately shut off steam, and applied the air 
brake. The train was stopped as soon as possible, and thinking he had 
killed a horse, upon going back found, first, parts of a harness, then the 
remains of a horse, and portions of a wagon, and also the body of a man. 
In carefully examining the ground, the next day, the tracks were found 
showing plainly, that the man drove on to the crossing, and then, instead 
of driving over, drove up the track, on the side of the rails, and his 
body and parts of the wagon were actually 1,140 feet north ofthe cross- 
ing. 

Septembr 24. Matthew McIntyre was fatally injured at Central 
Falls, on the Providence & Worcester Railroad. He started from Provi- 
dence on the 7 p. m. train, and had a ticket for Pawtucket. After the 
conductor had taken his ticket he came to him and demanded it back, 
saying that he had taken two tickets. He followed the conductor 
through the train, and was so abusive and noisy, that the conductor 
gave him into the hands of a policeman. When the train arrived at Paw- 
tucket, the man got off, but he got on again unperceived by the police- 
man, and before the train had stopped at Central Falls, and while it was 
being stopped, he attempted to jump on to the platform of the station, 
fell, and was run over. The cause of this accident was liquor. 

September 27. Patrick Sullivan, an employe of the Hartford, 
Providence & Fishkill Railroad Company, was slightly injured while 
coupling cars. Not being able to find him, I did not further investigate. 

October 5. A small boy named Henry Smith, while running after a 
car of the Union Railroad Company, and catching hold of the rear end 
when driven off by the conductor, was slightly injured by a passing 
team. Not deeming the cause of the accident such as to call for a for- 
mal investigation, I did not have any. 

October 10. James O. Connor, a boy about seven years of age, while 
riding upon one of the cars of the Union Railroad Company, on Royal 
street, Providence, suddenly sprung from his seat, and, without a word to 
any one, jumped from the car and fell backwards on to the ground. I 
called upon him. and finding his injuries to be slight, did not have a for- 
mal investigation. 

October 11. An unknown woman was injured by jumping from a car 
of the Union Railroad Company, on Point street, Providence. She got 
on the car near Crary street, and when near the corner of Richmond 
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and Point streets, went on to the rear platform, and when the conductor 
asked for her fare she said u no," and immediately jumped off. She was 
not seriously hurt, but refused to give her name, and was under the 
influence of liquor. 

October 23. Michael Sheedy, a boy five years of age, was* injured 
on Orms street, Providence, by a car of the Union Railroad Company. 
I called on him, and finding his injuries very slight, did not deem an in- 
vestigation necessary. 

November 5. Felix Doyle was seriously injured near Olneyville, by 
a car of the Union Railroad Company. In his own testimony he ad- 
mitted he was accustomed to ride on the horse cars; had seen and 
frequently read notices in them about getting off the cars when in motion ; 
and at this particular time, he was riding on the rear platform, and 
jumped off when the car was in motion without saying anything either 
to the conductor or driver. After full}' convincing myself from other 
testimony, that the corporation after the accident did fot him all they 
could, I promptly brought a formal investigation to a speedy end. 

November 8. John Foster, an employ^ of the stevedore of the 
Hartford, Providence and Fishkill Railroad Company, on Dorrance 
street wharf, Providence, was fatally injured in coupling cars. He with 
others was engaged in making up a freight train, and went to couple some 
cars, and said when he came back that he had got hurt, but remained at 
his work the remainder of the day, the accident occurring about 2.30 
p. m. When he left at night, he expected to return as usual the next, 
morning, but not doing so, some of the other employes' went to see 
him at noon, and finding him complaining, reported it. The corpo- 
ration were making arrangements to send him to the Hospital when he 
died. 

November 9. Patrick Dug an was injured on Broad street, Provi- 
dence, by falling from one of the cars of the Union Railroad Company. 
He got on the car at Market square about 8 p. m., went in and remained 
in the car until it was between Aim}- and Courtland streets, when he 
went on to the front platform. Theconducter told him he had better go 
inside of the car, he replied he could stand outside as well as he could. 
The conductor cautioned him the second time, and he then replied " he 
had rode too long on the cars to fall off." While jumping with his feet, 
his hands still hold of the rail, his feet slipped from the platform, he fell 
backwards on to the track, and one wheel went over one of his hands. 
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November 12. An explosion of the locomotive " Matt Morgan," be- 
longing to the New York* Providence & Boston Railroad Company, . 
near the station in Providence, about 8 p, m., resulted in the death of 
John Kxowles, William Fisk and J. H. Thomas. 

In the investigation of this case, I summoned three thoroughly com- 
petent experts, each of whom examiaed the wreck shortly after the ex- 
plosion, and although their theories as to the cause of. the accident did 
not agree, they did precisely agree — first, that the accident was not 
caused by want of water ; second, that there was no visible defect in 
any part of the engine. 

November 20. George Russell was instantly killed, on Crossing 
street crossings, Providence, by an engine of the Providence & Wor- 
cester Railroad Company, about 6 p. m. It was a regular train on time, 
running slow ; the head light was lighted ; the bar on each side of the 
track was up, and a lighted lantern was on each side. This mail, when 
first perceived by the engineer, was but a few feet from the engine, run- 
ning very fast towards it. He ran through the opening at the end of the 
bar directly on to the engine, was run over and instantly killed, and it 
was not in the power of the engineer to avoid the accident. 

November 24. Katc Davey was injured at Lonsdale, on Providence 
& Worcester Railroad. She was a passenger ; the train was stopping, and 
did stop at Lonsdale. So far the testimony agrees. Her own testimony 
is, that in attempting to get off, her dress caught ; in disengaging it she 
fell ; the cars backed, one wheel went on to one of her feet ; that there was 
neither platform or light where she got off. The testimony of others who 
were passengers, was that she jumped off the train before it stopped ; 
that she jumped the wrong way ; that she retained her hold on the rail of 
the car ; that the car that she came from was about opposite the centre 
of the platform of the station, and that the lights on and near the 
station were lighted. I subsequently examined the platform, and found 
it to be of sufficient width. 

December 17. Joseph Campbell, a boy about four years of age, was 
fatally injured near Dale street, Providence, on "the New York, Provi- 
dence & Boston Railroad. This boy, in company with another some 10 
or 12 years of age, was crossing the track when they heard the whistle 
of the coming train, and the oldest boy said to the other, " there comes 
the train." They both crossed, and then the younger one, unperceived 
by the other at the moment, attempted to cross again ; succeeded in get- 
ting over one rail, and in attempting the second rail, caught his foot, 
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fell, was partially run over, and so injured that he died the next day. 
t The older boy says they thought the train was coming on the other 
track. 

December 23. Edward Hogan seriously injured at Pawtucket, on 
Providence & Worcester Railroad. He was sitting on a settee on the 
platform near the station when the hourly train arrived. The train 
stopped and after it had started again, he ran, and, attempting to get on, 
fell between the rails, threw one leg on to the rail and the wheel went 
on it. He was very badly intoxicated, whicri was the sole cause of the 
accident. The employes on the train did what they could to avoid the 
accident, and the train was fully stopped before it moved six feet after 
the man was hit. 

There have been several other accidents since my last report, but 
upon investigating them and finding the injuries very slight, I do 
not report them now. Thus ends a long list of accidents, and as 
long as the public are allowed to use these roads as highways, and no 
check is placed against establishing grade crossings we cannot reason- 
ably expect to see the number of accidents decreased. 

I next submit a report of the business and financial position of each 
corporation in detail, as follows : — 
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RECAPITULATION OF MOST IMPORTANT ITEMS. 

Capital stock #37,247,313 36 

Total indebtedness 15,427,385 83 

Total receipts 3,748,554 17 

Total earnings 2,131,002 62 

Number of passengers 20,575,973 

Total tons of merchandise 2,748,267 

Total number of locomotives 229 

Total number of cars 4,823 

Number of passengers killed 6 

Number of passengers injured # 13 

Number of all others killed 29 

Number of all others injured 25 

Total miles of track in Rhode Island 22025 

There is a great lack of uniformity among the corporations, in the 
methods of keeping their accounts. While one charges new rails, new 
stations, new rolling stock, and repairs upon either of them, to expenses 
of the current year, another charges the whole amount to construction, 
or to equipment account ; while still others charge a certain percentage 
to construction or equipment, and the balance, as depreciation, goes to 
current expenses. These various ways place the accounts in that posi- 
tion, that it amounts almost to an impossibility for any stockholder to 
understand the actual value of his stock, or to know the actua] earnings 
of the corporation. Repairs made to rolling stock, or to track, that are 
rendered absolutely necessary from wear of the same, which, when made 
and charged to equipment or construction account, increases that ac- 
count just so much beyond its actual value. A station costing say 
$1,500, which amount is already charged to construction account, is 
destroyed by fire, and another one of the same cost is immediately re- 
built. Let this new cost be charged to construction account, and it 
would be rather a difficult matter to find the value of $3,000 in that 
particular station. 

The correct way, in my judgment, would be to keep the stations in- 
sured, and when one is rebuilt to replace one destroyed by fire, and if 
a larger amount is expended than was collected from the insurance, that 
the increased amount should be charged to current expenses. 

When a road is thoroughly finished, ditched, bridged, stations erected, 
and rolling stock procured, then it seems to me that all subsequent pur- 
chases should be charged to current expenses, unless it is that the road 
is extended over new ground, and also, perhaps, for additional tracks, 
because all such expenditures are the legitimate result of wear and tear, 
or from an increase of business. 
2 
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Dividends made on such fictitious earnings, take from the corporation 
just that amount that must, at some time, be required to justly balance 
their various accounts. 

NEW WORK DURING THE YEAR. 

WARWICK RAILROAD. 

This road has been completed, and commenced running regular trains 
in July. I examined it on the third day of July, and suggested filling 
in with stctoes as a rip rap wall, on the north side of the bridge over the 
Pawtuxet River, and also at the bridge at Mill Cove, before the winter 
weather should come. This road is 8£ miles in length, and has four 
stations besides the ones at the terminus. It commences business under 
very favorable auspices, and must prove to be a road much needed. 

PROVIDENCE AND SPRINGFIELD RAILROAD. 

. During the year, this corporation has expended $4,511.80 for purchase 
or repairs of rolling stock, and $22,059.41 for maintenance of way. 
These amounts have been charged as follows : 

To construction #782 81 

To expenses 25,788 40 

Surveys have been completed to extend their track from Pascoag to 
Putnam, a distance of about 15 miles, and they intend to build it the 
coming season. 

NEW YORK, PROVIDENCE AND BOSTON RAILROAD. 

This corporation, during the year, have added two locomotives, and 
have laid 1,016 tons new steel rails. They have also completed their 
second track, added to their real estate, and erected two new water 
stations. They have expended for purchase of rolling stock $23,804.04, 
and for maintenance of way $204,731.02, $30,000 of which was charged 
to construction, and the balance to expenses. 

OLD COLONY RAILROAD. 

During the fall, the management and control of the Fall River, War- 
ren & Providence Railroad, which heretofore has been vested in the 
Boston & Providence Railroad Company, has been transferred to the 
Old Colony. The new bridge at Fall River, costing nearly $300,000, 
has been completed, and freight can now be carried and passengers 
transported, without the tedious, unreliable ferry boat heretofore used. 
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One-fourth part of the cost of the bridge was paid by the county of 
Bristol, Massachusetts. They have added one new locomotive, two 
passenger cars, and nineteen other cars ;, rebuilt two locomotives, seven 
passenger, and thirty-four other cars ; laid 1,422 tons new steel, and 476 
tons new iron rails ; built two new stations ; provided all their passenger 
trains with the Westinghouse brake, and have purchased the right of the 
Miller Platform and Coupling for their entire road. They have ex- 
pended for purchase or repairs of stock $232,765.26, and for maintenance 
of way $376,684.49, all of which was charged to expenses. 

PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER. 

Superintendent Hilton writes as follows : " The work of the year now 
closed, has been mainly to keep the road up to its usual working condi- 
tion. This we believe has been accomplished. The economy of railroad 
management, however, calls for renewals and improvements, regardless 
of the fluctuations of business. During the year, we have rebuilt two 
highway bridges between Providence and Pawtucke't, increasing the 
length of span, as was done with others previously rebuilt. At Valley 
Falls, the point where our East Providence Branch enters upon and 
joins the main line, we have laid additional tracks to accommodate that 
business, and of the large increasing business of the Rhode Island Horse 
Shoe Works, located at that point. The Central Depot in Worcester is 
now ready for the different roads to occupy, and the Viaduct, built for 
the exchange of freight with lines running north, is rapidly approaching 
completion. At many of the crossings requiring a tender, we have 
adopted the Automatic Gate, the invention of Joseph S. Winsor, of 
Providence, and we find it the best in point of economy and efficiency ever 
introduced upon railroads. Realizing that the fuel account is one of 
the greatest sources of waste in the operating expense of railroads, any- 
thing which tends to economy in that direction cannot but excite atten- 
tion. An experiment has been under way for some weeks to use crude 
petroleum oil, instead of coal, for fuel. It is believed that if oil can be 
made to perform such service, it will reduce largely the fuel account of 
the road. The experiment on this road is under the direction of Dr. 
Charles J. Eames, who has so lately solved the problem of using oil 
vapor for metallurgical purposes. If his success in other fields is a 
proper criterion, he will assuredly succeed in the one now entered upon*, 
and we may confidently look for a solution of the problem. 

The year, considering the general depression in all branches of indus- 
try, has been quite a successful one." 
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During the year, they have expended for purchase of rolling stock, 
$101,313.75, and for maintenance of way, $137,823.56 ; all of which was 
charged to expenses. They expended in addition $44,490.17 for the 
Viaduct at Worcester, and was charged to that account. Also, expended 
for, and charged to East Providence Branch, $90,897.02 ; and in addi- 
tion, 'for the same account, $13,067.99 for bridge, etc. 

BOSTON AMD PROVIDENCE RAILROAD. 

During the year, they have expended for maintenance of way, 
$331,485.17 ; purchase and repairs of rolling stock, $128,976.79 ; all of 
which is charged to expenses. A Rhode Island citizen, the patentee of 
another process for using oil, has, through the kindness, of this corpora- 
tion, been experimenting with crude petroleum, a* a substitute for coal, 
and in my next report, I hope to include the result of these experiments. 

HARTFORD, PROVIDENCE AND FISHKILL RAILROAD. 

They have expended during the year, for purchase and repairs of roll- 
ing stock, $261,723.90; for maintenance of way, $281,086.58; all of 
which was charged to profit and loss, being the same as if charged to 
expenses. 

PROVIDENCE, WARREN AND BRISTOL^RAILROAD. 

They have expended as follows : 

For purchase and repairs of rolling stock $6,197 47 

For maintenance of way 14,675 27 

All of which was charged to expenses. During the year they have 
erected two nice, new stations, the cost of which is included in the 
above. 

UNION RAILROAD. 

They have expended as follows : 

For purchase and repairs of rolling stock $22,772 58 

For maintenance of way 15,699 69 

All of which was charged to expenses, with the exception of the amount 
which was required for the purchase of new cars, which was charged to 
that account. 

During the year they have added materially to their length of track, 
and to their facilities for doing business. They have built an addi- 
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tional track on North Main street, to Chalkstone avenue, — about 1£ 
miles; also, a new track on Prairie avenue from Chestnut street to 
South Providence, about 1£ miles ; also, another from Jackson street to 
Mount Pleasant, North Providence, about 2J miles, and have added 
more than one hundred horses to their former number. 

NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD. 

They have expended as follows : 

For purchase or repairs of rolling stock $167,109 33 

For maintenance of way 246,490 23 

And was charged as follows : 

To equipment account $51,584 98 

To expenses 362 014 58 

NEW WORK PROPOSED FOR THE COMING YEAR. 

PONTIAC BRANCH RAILRQAD. 

This road commences at a pofnt on the New York, Providence & Bos- 
ton Railroad, at Auburn Station, thence passing south to a connection 
-with the Warwick Railroad at South Elmwood, thence near the pump- 
ing station belonging to the City of Providence, thence through the 
State Farm to the north of the State Prison now building, thence 
westerly to Pontiac Village, thence to a connection with the Hartford, 
Providence & Fishkill Railroad, at Pontiac, a distance of 4ft miles. 
They have also located spur tracks to the engine houses at the pumping 
station, and to the Cranston Coal Mines ; also to the State Prison 
grounds, making their total length of track 6£ miles. 

Estimated cost of road $125,000 00 

Lan d dam ages 9 ,000 00 

$134,000 00 
Towards which $50,000 is already subscribed. The work of building 
commenced on the 13th of November, and it is expected to be finished 
by the first of May. 

NARRAGANSETT VALLEY RAILROAD. 

From Wickford, thence between Hamilton and Annaquatucket Mills, 
near Hammond's Mill, following near Narrow River to Narragansett 
Pier, a distance of 9& miles, thence to Wakefield, 2 miles further. Two 
surveys are completed, with very slight difference. The estimated cost 
is $250,000, about $190,000 of which is already subscribed. 
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It ia proposed to commence building early in the spring, and expected 
to be completed by July next. This road will open up a very large 
tract of the most valuable farming lands we have in our State. 

KINGSTON AND NARRAGAN8ETT PIER RAILROAD. 

From Kingston station to Rocky Brook, thence through Peace Dale 
and Wakefield to Narragansett Pier, distance 8J miles. Estimated cost 
$163,000, of which $83,600 is already subscribed. Another route has 
been surveyed over Kingston Hill. No work on either has yet com- 
menced, but when fully decided which route to adopt, the work will 
probably be commenced, and finished during the coming summer. 

PONAGAN8ET RAILROAD. 

The building of this road has not yet been commenced, the delay 
being caused by various reasons. The final location of that portion of 
it within our own State has at last been decided upon, and differs mate- 
rially from the route previously reported. It is to be commenced at the 
westerly end of the station in Providence, thence through or near Fruit 
Hill, Centredale, Graniteville, Greenville, North Scituate, Saundersville, 
Ashland, South Scituate, Richmond, Rockland, Ponaganset ; about 27£ 
miles ; thence to Springfield, Massachusetts ; whole distance about 80 
miles. The exact route for Connecticut and Massachusetts will not 
definitely be decided upon for several months. 

NEWPORT HORSE RAILROAD. 

From the State House in Newport to Middletown, a distance of If 
miles. Estimated cost $12,000, of which $7,500 is already subscribed. 
No very earnest effort has yet been made, but as soon as the estimates 
are all obtained, no doubt but what the required sum will be promptly 
secured. It is expected to have the road completed during the coming 
spring. 

In my last report, I mentioned making a suggestion to each of the 
Superintendents, that, in case any passenger insisted upon riding on the 
platform of a car that he should be ejected at the first station ; first, 
however, seeing that there were notices on each door of each passenger 
car, forbidding passengers from riding upon the platform ; and second, 
to require the proper employes to inform such passengers that such 
riding was contrary to the rules of the company, and that ejectment 
would follow if persisted in. In May last, this right of ejectment was 
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tested. A suit was brought against the conductor on the Fall River, 
Warren & Providence Railroad, for assault and battery in ejecting a 
passenger, who insisted upon riding upon the platform, after having 
been twice told by the conductor that it was against their rules to allow 
it. Although the trial was in Fall River, and a Justice Court, I had 
that interest in the case that I attended. The Judge, Hon. J. C. Blais- 
dell, decided, that, as there was no more force used than was necessary 
to eject the man, there was no assault and battery, and added that a 
railroad corporation had just as much right to say that a man should not 
ride on the platform, as they had to say that he should not ride upon 
the engine. 

A recent decision has been made in the United States Circuit Court, 

which is of interest to every railroad corporation. A fire was proved to 

have been caused by sparks from the locomotive. Judge Nixon stated 
in his charge : — 

•' Does the testimony satisfy the jury that the fire and the damage that fol- 
lowed was the result of gross carelessnes on the part of the defendants P The 
law requires them to take and use all practical means to prevent the escape of 
sparks. They are also required to use proper screens, and every locomotive 
is required to be thus furnished, so as to prevent, as far as possible, the escape 
of fire from them. When a fire is traced to an engine, the burden of proof is 
on the defendant, to show that the engine was provided with the lawful 
appliances." 

Having had many accidents on the horse cars, caused by persons 
being intoxicated, and by persons getting on or off the front platform, 
and having had many complaints from passengers by being annoyed, 
from other causes, I wrote the Superintendent as follows : 

"I would recommend that you post a notice, in each of your cars, in such a 
manner as can be seen from the outside as well as the inside, warning all per- 
sons, not to enter or leave the car while in motion, or by the front platform. 
Also, that no disorderly, or otherwise obnoxious person, whether under the 
influence of liquor or not, will be allowed to ride upon this car." 

This suggestion was promptly adopted, and notices are now on each 
end of each car, and the conductors are directed to enforce them. 

There have been quite a number of accidents reported to brakemen, 
from time to time. In investigating these, I have found that in nearly 
every instance, the cause was either in the irregular heights of couplings, 
or else in the irregular heights of the tops of the cars. Each railroad 
company, in building their freight cars, adopt such styles as may best 
suit them, but these cars, when loaded, are very frequently sent over 
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quite a number of other roads, before they reach their destination, and 
when brought to help make up other trains, the couplings are often 
found to vary materially in height, and the brakeman is caught, and 
crushed between them. In the absence of a uniformity in the laws of 
the various States, regulating the height of bridges, the bridges are often 
built so low as to be very dangerous. The ordinary height of freight 
cars is 11 J feet, and I regret exceedingly to be obliged to report that we 
have among us now some bridges that are scarcely over fourteen feet in 
the clear. Oftentimes a car comes here measuring thirteen feet and six 
inches in height, and the brakeman, whose duty requires him to be on 
top of the car, is killed by coming in contact with the bridge. I have 
written the President of the American Railway Master Mechanics Asso- 
ciation, requesting him to bring this matter before the Association. I 
have also written Hon. Henry B. Anthony, suggesting that there should 
be a general law in our land, regulating the height of couplings, and 
the height of cars. 

In November last, an accident occurred by the explosion of a locomo- 
tive, which resulted in the loss of three lives. By the peculiar construc- 
tion of a locomotive, the larger portion of the inside being filled with 
tubes, a thorough examination cannot be made unless by separating its 
various parts. On the 1 7th of December, I addressed a note to each 
Superintendent, suggesting that, in the months of April and October of 
each year, every locomotive in use should be tested by a cold water 
pressure. I made this suggestion, because I understood that this was 
the test required by the law of the United States to be made on every 
steam vessel used for transporting passengers. Although a decided 
majority of the Superintendents promptly adopted my suggestion, and 
were willing to embody it as one of their rules, yet, as I think I see 
some serious objections to this manner of testing, I now propose soon 
to call a meeting of the Superintendents and Master Mechanics, and to 
invite boiler makers and experts, to see if some other way cannot be 
devised whereby the strength of every locomotive shall be tested at least 
twice each year. My principal objection to the ordinary method of test- 
ing by cold water pressure is, that the daily use of a locomotive certainly 
tests it to that point, and to increase the pressure beyond what it would 
be in use, is of no benefit, but, on the contrary, although the boiler may 
stand the pressure, some portion of the interior might be disarranged, 
and as the inside cannot be examined, some other kind of an accident 
would probably result from it. 
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SUGGESTIONS. 

In the first place, I earnestly hope to soon hear of the passage of the 
act in relation to Railroads, which has already passed the House of 
Representatives, and is now in the hands of the committee of the Hon- 
orable Senate. Although it is by no means all that, in my judgement, 
is required, still it is one step in the right direction. 

GRADE CROSSINGS. 

As I consider this matter of such vital importance, notwithstanding 
having previously called the attention of your Honorable Body to it, I 
should, in the absence of additional legislation, be exceedingly remiss 
in my duty, if I did not again refer to it. There is not, in my judgment, 
any subject of the like importance, or any matter wherein legislation is 
so absolutely necessary as in this. .Some two years since, I gave every 
grade crossing in our State a thorough examination, and my efforts have 
since been to reduce them by every means possible, and I am very 
thankful to say, that I have found many of the town councils fully alive 
to the importance of the matter, and through them some dangerous 
crossings have been abolished, by merging two or three roads into one, 
and having one instead of two or three. I have yet to find the first 
instance where any railroad corporation was not ready and willing 
promptly to bridge over or under their track, in any place where either 
course was practicable. 

While I am earnestly striving to reduce the number of these cross- 
ings, there are other influences at work, whereby new ones are often 
made. These are made from one of two sources, either by commis- 
sioners appointed to assess damages for the lay out of a new road, or 
else by the railroad corporations themselves. In regard to the first of 
these, I find it has been the custom, not only to report the damages, but 
to award various grade crossings. • I know of instances where the 
amount to be paid having been agreed upon, it has been slightly lessened, 
and one grade crossing awarded for the difference, thereby assuming that 
a few dollars are equivalent to the risk of loss of life and limb for all 
time. I know of another instance where upon a large tract of land, 
with only two houses, two grade crossings were allowed near each other 
in expectation that a city soon would grow up there, thereby anticipating 
the growth and necessities of the next fifty years. I have consulted 
with the Honorable Judges of our Supreme Court, and find in their in- 
structions to commissioners no reference whatever is made as to exer. 
cising any such authority. I have examined the commissions given 
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these commissioners, and do not find any such authority embraced in 
them ; neither do I find in our own State laws, anything whereby any 
such power can be by them assumed. 

The remaining way by which a grade crossing can be made, is with 
the consent of the directors of the railroad corporation, and while I 
should be very ready to leave this power in the hands of any experienced 
board of directors, I find that it is only newly - created railroad 
corporations that stand ready to grant said applications. 

A grade crossing should only be allowed under the most pressing 
necessity, because there is not anything connected with a railroad that 
possesses equal dangers for the public, and also, because when once 
established, it is an extremely difficult matter to have them closed. We 
have one crossing that was originally granted as a private crossing, that 
now is in frequent use ; a large number of teams daily passing over it. 
As the roadway itself has never been accepted by the town, it is not a 
public highway in its legal sense, therefore the railroad corporation is 
not even required to put up boards there. 

A private grade crossing is established for the sole benefit of its 
owner, and to the detriment of the railroad corporation. The owner, 
or lessee, may become careless or indifferent whether the gates or bars 
are closed or not ; cattle go on to the crossing, trains are thrown from 
the track, and the whole expense and liability is thrown upon the Rail- 
road corporation, which certainly is an act of great injustice. 

We must bear in mind, that the danger of a grade crossing is by no 
means confined to those driving across it, for frequently the engine, 
and cars are thrown off the track, thereby jeopardising the lives of all 
the passengers on the train. 

I earnestly recommend, either the appointment of three Commission- 
ers, or that some one person be appointed, who shall have the exclusive 
power to establish grade crossings, and whose decision shall be final. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

HENRY STAPLES, 

Railroad Commissioner. 
Providence, Dec. 31, 1875. 
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